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By Alice Leaper

This newsletter is long overdue but I have finally got around to it because Butterfly is back how I love it.  I am sat in reception with a hub of activity and creativity around me.  Customers have gotten into woodcarving and there is quite some workshop in front of me.

In our most quiet season we do get a little frustrated.  The rains are on the way out; there are hardly any customers so a lack of money put a grinding halt to all our ideas.  I have never seen the lake so high but rumors of a crocodile do not keep us out of the water as it laps up as high as the bar.  Although the rain does put a stop to a lot, it does leave different scenery behind.  Butterfly garden is looking stunning.  The trees are so green and lush and flower lined pathways growing tall and healthy.  We managed to get some sunflower seeds and youth club went ahead planting after learning about the Blue Peter competition back in England.  We thought why couldn’t we enter.  They flourished; as has most of the planting Josie and Custom, the gardener, have done around the place.  Even the campsites grass has been tendered to and will provide a much better sleeping mattress as well as looking much more appealing.

We introduced a free camping offer to try to entice people in and just as we did, more tourists seemed to arrive.  I am sure our advertising is best done by word of mouth.  There have been many people going away in love with our bit of paradise and promising to spread the word.  Sure enough, the last group will have told the next group and we are sure it will go from strength to strength.  This aside these quiet months have made wages hard to pull together and other bills to pay.  Nkhata Bay’s bush radio informed me that a mystery shopper from ‘the lonely planet’ visited some time in this period.  Apparently, they did not stay so let us hope we managed to make an impression and they learnt from their short stay that we are not just a backpackers and will write about the community and volunteers as well.  This could be such a benefit as so many people use it as their traveling bible.

We did have two Norwegian travelers pass through who like a drink and based themselves in our bar for nearly two months.  We had a problem with yet another barman drinking so they took on the job.  They have transformed the place with lots of plants and hanging candles and actually stocked the bar with some variety of drinks, which has made a great atmosphere for parties.
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Just up from the bar, Josie’s masterpiece lies completed.  The new compost toilet is finally in use after a number of setbacks with the roofing.  At least it is sorted for the moment although it might have to be worked on again before the rain returns.  The compost toilet is the best way for us to deal with our waste here at Butterfly, and when we get another one finished we should be able to move away from the present septic tank system.  The water piped to the site is used to water the small garden in front of the toilet and all of the material from the toilet will be recycled and used in the garden.  It is a typical twin vault system, which has two identical chambers.  One is 
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The information room has had some positive feedback, as people comment and add to our information.  I have made a great link to a diabetes fundraiser who will be in touch after visiting the hospital with me and being disgusted by the lack of help people can receive.  There has been some constructive criticism on some of the existing information i.e. the mental illness handout, which is encouraged, so that we can improve the information.  The Internet connection has begun to deteriorate massively so a new `dongle’ is being purchased with the bike ride money and a new booster so we can prepare for the busy season ahead, and provide a better service.  Relations within the partnership (PMDI) need some real tweaking as we start to hassle each other to be sorted for the grand opening.  We have paired up in teams to visit the local Traditional Authority areas and Village Development Committees.  Although the opening has been postponed for a couple of months, we really hope we can pull together and consolidate our work in the community, in creasing our understanding of their needs.

Frances, who had been volunteering for the resource centre, is now employed, and he and Ophanuel, the manager of Butterfly, have been to Mtambo for a visit to follow up on the VDC’s concerns and requests.  They reported on the bee keeping information and Frances began his HIV counseling which received a positive response.  On this note lots of other villages have requested his skills and we will push him in to more visits of this kind.  This is the kind of approach I think we all envisaged, and can now push to source information needed and then share it on the field.  I looked into doing the same course that Frances has qualified from-HIV counseling, but when looking at prices at Mzuzu Business College I could not justify the expense.  Frances is now sharing his books, information, knowledge and experience so all I will miss is the piece of paper.  

Josie has had a few meetings with the Agriculture Officer and there are more links developing.  Mrs. Mwalungile is running a food and nutrition program in the local villages and Josie hopes to work alongside her for a while and learn more relevant local information.  There is an open day regarding nutrition in Bwelero on 30th June, so this will be a good chance to meet people involved in this area and learn recipes and other information.  Tree seeds of Neem and Moringa have germinated and we will find good places to plant them.  Mrs. Mwalungile is interested in providing the Moringa trees to her nutrition groups, as it is an amazing source of nutrients and medicine.  With regards to a local seed bank we also hoped to link with a project running through the Agriculture Department, but their project has been delayed so we will have to see how we can move this forward.  We also proposed that we approach the education department and try to develop a school vegetable garden at the primary school at Chikale.  We have a small donation to begin with and by working with the teachers and the kids we could develop a good demonstration garden for the whole community.  There has been a national program for school gardens in the last two years so we could include a visit to a local school that has been particularly successful.

On the topic of Internet and computers we have been advised and are now advertising for an ‘e volunteer’ to help us, wherever they may be in the world.  If you know anyone skilled in this area, or are keen yourself, please get in touch via our website.  They can log onto our network internationally and offer us technical support.  Adrian Lanning, one of our guests, put this idea forward so if you need any other information about this you can reach him at alanning@btinternet.com.

We had two English people volunteer at the hospital during this period.  Max who was a pharmacist for two weeks and his cousin Nikki was a nurse for 6 weeks.  She was a great asset to the hospital as well as Butterfly.  She was so dedicated that even after a serious knee injury she still managed to get there by risking high waves across the lake on a small canoe to avoid the walk.  She was very humble with her work and had an extreme positivity considering all the things she experiences.  It was a real revelation on how health is a huge problem in Malawi.  She did manage to share a few shocking and scary stories and photos from the mass of people she saw within her time here.  She was working with Liz Ottaway who is a full time volunteer at the hospital, who is always looking for dedicated and skilled volunteers or donations for things as simple as dressings.  A great thanks to you Nikki and let us hope to stay in touch.

A passer by, Imran Jamal, working for Building Resources Across Communities’ also came with some innovative ideas for the youth club as well as possible links to the UK through education.  He also suggested many contacts to micro projects programs.  We talked extensively about the benefits and possibilities for the youth club.  His main suggestion was to try to get parents involved, which will be challenging but he had some interesting methods of tackling cultural differences.  In addition, we discussed gender issues and only last week we had a 'bring a girl day' as the club is predominately male and it was a roaring success.  Not only did they bring girls but also they involved and interacted superbly.  I am positive that this issue has been addressed in one week and they continue to come and flood our reception area making me push my idea of a separate room built for them, see website for details.  The parents are my next step so read up on how I get them here in the next newsletter.  With regards to linking kids through education and interaction, this has always been a far off vision for the information centre.  This has started slowly already through pen friends but could be expanded with the use of the computers to allow interactive web-sites between school groups on different sides of the World, working or learning about common problems, such as the environment.   

We are now giving daily fruit at the nursery, which is something that needs sustaining. If you would like to donate to the orange for a child appeal contact Gill Leaper in England on 0044(0)7765402016

It would only cost £2 a week to keep going.  In the long term, we would like to develop a small kitchen area there and a small garden to help provide the children with a nutritious meal and snacks while at school.  Although for this as well we will have to receive some kind of regular donation.    

We are now waiting for the summer rush to kick in and more volunteers to arrive so that we can get moving on the many new projects.  Hopefully the financial problems World- wide wont affect us too much and we will still get people visiting and getting involved.   Come on what better time to do it and take a year out than now…and Malawi really is beautiful!! Take care! 

“Hidden in our hearts is a longing to live deeply and with purpose and joy, to know and to be known, to be concerned with another; and to make a difference.  In this dance of giving and receiving, we create our community, our World and ourselves”

www.butterfly-space.com  







used for about 6 months, or until it fills up, and then it is closed off and the new chamber is used.  A lot of carbon, such as leaves, wood chips, and rice husks are added and some ash as this will ensure a healthy compost.  By the time you get your hands on it, you would never know-it looks like the best compost from the garden centre.  The beautiful view from the toilet itself means that everyone is in for a pleasant experience. We plan to start building a shower next to it. The water from which will go towards a small tree lot.

















A fine view from the loo





Wood finishing on the inside





New deco in the bar








