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Another volunteer Gordon helped out at Butterfly over this period He was just passing through as a backpacker but got sucked into the work going on around him and ended up staying over a month.  His hands on attitude and kind spirit soon made him a loved part of the team.  Our new bar had been built and as he is a graffiti artist so put his talents to a brilliant piece of art for the front of it.  This provided a great theme for our next full moon party as he collected wild flowers to decorate it further and everybody wore orange.
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He also built an outside shelter with Custom one of Butterfly’s most valued members of staff for our self-catering guests to cook and prepare their food under.  We are finally on gas and our kitchen is a lot more inviting.  The  menu will be so exciting in the near future as Josie threatens to get stuck into that with her excellent culinary talents.
Mandy came to volunteer for Africa unplugged, a local community based organisation involved in education, agriculture and sustainability projects.  She was a Montessori nursery school teacher and spent some time passing on these skills to local teachers as well as helping Africa unplugged with their structure and accounts.  We look forward to seeing her again because her determination was a real asset.

The nursery continues to make progress and is up to window height.  It breaks budgets but I think we were all a bit optimistic with the total costs and finishing time.  Dougal Temple came for a flying visit from the Bournemouth Rotary Club to see the progress and to see for real what is going on out here in Malawi.  He seemed impressed with the combined efforts and returned to his club to rustle up more support.  We continue to have transport issues but Keenan,Chief Matawali’s son may have solved one of the major issues; bricks as he helps with firing bricks on site.  We also had a week visit from 8 guys from the Doing It For Africa team.  I met three of them last year and have stayed in touch with our similar visions.  They are travelling from Cape Town to London profiling organisations to place volunteers and fund raise for.  It seems they will be very supportive with a future link of volunteers as they were inspired by our small-scale projects that have a great promise to make a difference.  Check out their website for our profile and to fin out more about them.  www.justgiving.com/craigandjosie They were a real breath of fresh air and so inspiring to be around.  We would welcome them or anyone linked to them back anytime.  It was a great advantage for the nursery to have 8 human hulks helping load bricks on to the tractor, which was down in the depths of a village stuck, doing wheelies in the mud. ‘T.I.A.’ This is Africa. 
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The weekly routine still runs smoothly aside of all this excitement.  The week kicks off with regular Tonga lessons which are always wrapped up with our immature need to know silly sayings and we are tickled to learn the direct translation for baby grow-I can’t get out suit which brings me to mention the latest edition to butterfly, baby Ezme who was born on March the 5th.  Youth club is now two days a week which Gill and Chris helped out with this month and is now two days a week thanks to our volunteers Ram and Merav.  Tuesday usually takes a calmer craft style workshop with thinks like mask making, sock puppets and Thursdays a more wild side with active games.  Unfortunately not many girls are attending which is something I want to look into and maybe even introduce a separate club.
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Josie has begun work on the compost toilets so we can finally say goodbye to the septic tank that not even the beautiful smelling lady of the night flower can mask as you walk up on the new gravel path with rabbits hopping past.

Our next plans are to make the dormitory a bit more attractive as we give it a quick re-vamp before the summer

We finally have new signs up which were painted by a few artists but mainly the very talented local artist and friend –Kennedy.  So there is no excuse not to find us now.  Please come and visit and share your skills and time at Butterfly Space.

Don’t forget the big fundraising bike ride.  They need your support to get pedalling.


Another three months flashes by at Butterfly Space and it gives us chance to reflect on the progress and remember the lovely people who have visited and some that have returned.





Christy who saw a Butterfly poster in Dar a Salaam has been a real asset to the team.  She is a teacher from California who volunteered here for six weeks with our trusted carpenter Fred Chindodo.  They have been preparing the room for the Community Information Centre, which now seems hard to believe used to be an unattractive dormitory.  It has been re-roofed with some sheets of clear plastic to let in natural sunlight to make it brighter.  The room had been previously painted with lime that hid beautiful open stonework.  This all had to be labouredly scraped off with small wire brushes to reveal the underneath.  What a horrible job they painstakingly got through.  Only her positive vibes could have managed, she really was a joy to be around with or without lime.  There have been new doors installed and more secure bar windows.  A vibrant paint job, shelves, tables and a long sofa add the finishing touches.  An outside condy has been erected with a much better draining system.  





The return of Craig brings the computers, which are stuck in Lilongwe but on their way!!  He is getting the Committee together and all involved are accumulating information ready for the opening on 7thJune.  A useful link was made with an agricultural group north of Mzuzu and a group from Chief Matawale’s village accompanied Josie and Craig to see their demonstration gardens.  We hope that we will be able to work closely with Chief Matawale’s village to pilot many of the ideas we will be addressing in the information centre.  By working together we will hopefully be able to provide the kind of information that is relevant on the ground.  





Josie and him intend to set off on a mammoth bike-ride effort to fund raise for the next phase.  Setting off on the 12th June, they are travelling from Monkey Bay to Karonga, which is a whopping 854 km along the length of the lake.  Their energetic hard working spirits intend to do the journey in 12 days.  Please help the progression of their efforts by donating online at ……….





We both attended a meeting with the District Assembly, which was a nerve-racking experience, but we managed to express our wishes to link with the Government to attract volunteers to the area.  We were happy with the positive response especially from the District Commissioner.  There are a few obstacles but with his support we remain sure that things will go ahead once we come up with the requested concept paper.  We hope this will address the issue of immigration, and we hope to be able to offer volunteer visas in the future. The constant battle with negative tourism was  also addressed where we were able to express our intentions of attracting longer- term visitors to the area. Ones that will share their skills and time, and generally be a positive asset to the community, and not contribute to the miss-use of drugs and alcohol.
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